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vision. Cool detachment is the natural adjunct
to clarity and justness of insight. A certain irra-
tional cheerfulness is conducive to deep rationality.
Sad men must play with illusions. Serious men
cannot bear to be too serious. As a matter of fact,
Bagehot's critics are really objecting much less
to his matter than to his manner. It is regrettable
that he could not produce sympathetic, as well as
comic, portraits, but much more is it fortunate
that he could produce fair and accurate ones.
It would have been more graceful in him as a
man, perhaps, to describe Crabb Robinson with
gravity, but it would not have been more truthful
in him as a critic.
This limitation of manner springs from a want
rather of sympathy than of feeling. Feeling Bagehot
did not lack. On the contrary, he was a warm
friend, an affectionate son, and a passionate lover.
Indeed he was cc impatient" not of emotion, but
of irrational emotion. Passion was strong in him,
but docile, tractable to the will and the conscience.
It fastened firmly to legitimate objects, and was not
inflamed by the forbidden and the mysterious.
Why? The answer must be found in the influences
of early training, in the tendencies of a moral
imagination and a disciplined mind. But at any
rate the result is clear. His strong, sufficient life
never knew the suffering and humiliation of serious
moral weakness, and what he had never vividly
felt himself, he was not inclined to pity in others.
He lacked somewhat the broad humanity which he
has himself attributed to King David.15
Perhaps his limitation of manner was also due to
a deficiency in the imagination and the faculty of